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SOFTWARE EVALUATION 

* r The TI product that has been reviewed and evaluated by our staff 
for this issue if Extended Basic. We realize that some of our 
members are new to the computer world and that the purchase of 
"Extended Basic" may be a future consideration. However, we ad- 
vise that you retain all of our evaluations for reference when you 
reach the point you want to expand the capabilities of your system. 
Extended Basic is a 36K Solid State Module that plugs into your 
computer the same way as a game cartridge. In addition to the 
actual module, a 224 page owner's reference manual is included. 

TI Extended Basic includes these features: 

1. More than 40 new or expanded commands, statements, 
functions, and subprograms. 

2. Multiple statement lines 

3 . Sprite (moving graphics) capability 

4 . Subprograms capability that lets you store commonly used 
subprograms on diskette for use as needed (if your system 
has diskettes) 

5 . The ability to load and run one program from another 

6 . Comprehensive program control of errors, warnings, and 
breakpoints 

7 . Direct screen control of input and output 

8 . Support for loading and running TMS9900 Assembly 
Language programs if you have the Memory Expansion Unit 

The additional features available with Extended Basic are quite 
numerous. We will not try to evaluate all of them in this one 
article. The fact that it took the writers at TI 224 pages to 
explain all the commands is reason enough; although, many of the 
commands described in the 224 pages are the same as in your TI Basic 
reference manual. 

The reference manual that comes with the Extended Basic Module 
leaves something to be desired. Although the manual is well 
written, it was written for the TI 99/4 (an earlier model of the 
99/4A) . Two inserts in the front of the book explain some of the 
differences .between the two machines. Even with this • explanation , 
the manual can be misleading. For instance, the manual states 
"To enter Edit Mode, type a line number and press either SHIFT E 
(up) or SHIFT X (down)". This sequence of operations may work on 
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